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HOMOEOPATHIC OR IMITATIVE MAGIC

The Kei islanders think that certain creepers which adhere
firmly to the trunks of trees prevent voyagers at sea from
being wafted hither and thither at the mercy of the wind
and the waves ; the adhesive power of the plants enables
the mariners to go straight to their destination.1 It is a
Galelareese belief that if you eat a fruit which has fallen
to the ground, you will yourself contract a disposition to
stumble and fall ; and that if you partake of something
which has been forgotten (such as a sweet potato left in the
pot or a banana in the fire), you will become forgetful.2 The
Galelareese are also of opinion that if a woman were to con-
sume two bananas growing from a single head she would give
birth to twins.8 The Guarani Indians of South America
thought that a woman would become a mother of twins if she
ate a double grain of millet.4 In Vedic times a curious
application of this principle supplied a charm by which a
banished prince might be restored to his kingdom. He had
to eat food cooked on a fire which was fed with wood which
had grown out of the stump of a tree which had been cut down.
The recuperative power manifested by such a tree would in
due course be communicated through the fire to the food,
and so to the prince, who ate the food which was cooked on
the fire which was fed with the wood which grew out of the
tree.5 Among the Lkungen Indians of Vancouver Island
an infallible means of making your hair grow long is to rub
it with fish oil and the pulverised fruit of a particular kind
of poplar (Populus trichocarpa). As the fruit grows a long
way up the tree, it cannot fail to make your hair grow long
too.6 At Allumba, in Central Australia, there is a tree to
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